







Professor Simons









Criminal Law, Section A1








Fall 2007



Syllabus: Part I


Pages in italics—for example, 67-73—are background or less important readings, which will be referred to in class but not discussed in detail.  You may skim these pages.


Handouts are available on the course web site, under “course documents.”

	I. 
Introductory materials

II.
The justification of punishment


A.  
What is punishment?


B.  
Why punish?


C.  
Sentencing
	Skim preface xxix-xxx (through note 2), xxxiii (collateral reading suggestions); and pages 1-17.

Skim 67-73.

Read 79-97; skim 97-101; read 101-105.

105-114 (second full para); skim 114-120.



	III.
Defining criminal conduct


A.
Introduction


B.  
Actus reus 



1.  Voluntary acts


	133. 

182 (Martin)-192.



	
2.  Omissions


	192-207 (end of page).



	
C.
Mens rea



1.  Basic conceptions


	213-218 (end of note 2); skim 218 (note 3)-220 (top para.); 

read 220 (note 4)-229 (end of note 5); Handout No. 1; 

Handout No. 2; read 229 (note 6)-233.



	

2.  Mistake of fact
	234-236 (note 2); skim 236 (note 3)-237; read 237 (note 4)-239 (second full para.); Handout No. 3; Handout No. 4; read 239-248.



	

3.  Strict liability


	248-260 (first para.), 262 (last para.)-267.



	

4.  Mistake of law


	Peruse Mass. Crim. Statutes (course web site, “External links”); read 267-273 (midpage), 279 (last para)-281 (note 3); Handout No. 5; read 281 (note 4)-282, 273 (last full para.)-275 (first full para.); Handout No. 6; skim 275 (Cheek)-279; read 282 (Lambert)-290; Handout No. 7.



	

5.  Intoxication
	Handout No. 8; read 218 (note 3)-220 (top para.), 850-858 (first para), 859 (note 7)-863; Handout No. 9.

	IV.
Homicide



A.  
Introduction


B.  
Intentional killing



1.  Premeditation



2.  Provocation



	373-375; skim 375 (Cal. P. Code) - 380. 

381-390; Handout 10.
390-395 (note 1); Handout 10.1;  395 (note 2)-410; skim 910 (first two paragraphs).


	
C.  
Unintended killing 



1.  Involuntary 


manslaughter


	410-418 (note 2); reread 228 (n. 5) - 229; 

418 (note 3) - 426.



	
2.  Murder 
(depraved 
heart)


	426-435 (through note 5); review Handout 9.



	

3.  Felony-murder


	435-443; skim 444 (notes 1 and 2); 

read 444 (last para) - 452;  skim 452 (Burton) – 457; read 457 ((sec. d, “Killings not ‘in furtherance’”) – 458 (second full para.).



	V.  
Rape


A.
Introduction


	Skim 291-296; read 296 (last two paragraphs); 

skim 297-302.



	
B.
Actus reus



	Read 302 (Rusk) -  323 (second para.); 

skim 323 (third para) – 329 (note 1); 

read 329 (note 2) – 337 (second para); Handout 11.



	
C.  
Mens rea
	342 (Sherry) - 354 (top para.); 355 (last para.) – 356 (second full para.).



	VI.
The Significance of Resulting Harm




A.
Causation
	509-510.

	B.
Attempt



1.  Introduction


2.  Mens rea


3.  Preparation v. attempt



4.  Impossibility
  

	Handout 12, part A; 544 (last full para) - 547; reread 86 (midpage) - 89 (midpage); 

skim Strickland case.*
547 (last para) – 551 (note 3); Handout 12, part B; 551 (note 4) – 554; skim Basir case*; 

read Handout 13.

Reread 191 (3rd para) – 192 (last full para); 

Handout 14; 554-570. 
Skim 575-576; read 577-580; 

skim 580 (last para) – 582 (last full para); 

read 582 (last para) – 588; Handout 15.

	VII.
Complicity or Accomplice 
Liability


A.
Introduction



B.  
Mens rea


C.  
Actus reus

VIII.    Exculpation


A.
Introduction


B.
Justification



1.  Self-defense



2.  Lesser evils


C.
Excuse




1.  Introduction



2.  Duress



3.  Insanity


	Skim 589-592.

Read 592-601; skim 601 (note 1) - 602; 

read 602 (note 2) - 603; skim 603 (note 3) – 604; 

read 604 (note 4) - 609 (note 1), 609 (note 3) – 615 (1st para).

616 (last para) - 623.

737-738.

738-743 (top of page); 774 (note 1); 743 (notes) – 749; Handout 16; 750-774 (top para); 

reread 407 (last para) – 408 (midpage); 

read 774 (note 1) - 781; omit 781 (Peterson) – 786; 

skim 786 (Ceballos) – 789; read 789 (note 1) – 791 (2nd full para); read “States Expand Right of Self-Defense.”*

798-809; 73-78; 809-814; skim 814 (last para) – 818 (1st para); read 818 (note 2) – 821 (1st para).

831-833.

833-850; Handout 17.

863-866; skim 867- 869 (note 1), 907 (note 1) – 909; 

read 869 (note 2) – 871 (note 2); skim 871 (note 3) – 872; 

read 873-893 (note 2).




* In course web site, Course Documents/ Current Events.
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