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Sample multiple choice questions and instructions

1.
X became intoxicated and was physically thrown out of a suburban bar by the bartender for rowdy behavior.  He stood in the street and made several angry remarks at the bartender.  In a jurisdiction governed by MPC culpability standards, X was charged with violating this statutory provision:  “Whoever shall purposely make loud and highly offensive noises in the streets of a residential neighborhood is guilty of a misdemeanor.”  Which of the following is the best legal defense?

a.
Since he was physically thrown into the street against his will, he has the defense of involuntary action.

b.
He did not intend or believe his remarks to be loud or offensive.

c.
A drunk person cannot have the mens rea of knowledge or purpose.

d. He reasonably believed that making loud or offensive noises in the street was not sufficiently serious conduct to constitute a criminal offense.

2.
Bill and Mary decide to play a game of “William Tell”:  Bill will shoot an arrow into an apple on Mary’s head.  However, due to poor aim, Bill’s arrow hits and seriously wounds Mary.  Only superb medical treatment is able to save Mary’s life.  Under the prevalent view of the common law, what crime has Bill committed?

a.
Attempted murder.

b.
Attempted voluntary manslaughter.

c.
Attempted involuntary manslaughter.

d.
None of the above.

3.
Sample instructions


Each question has a single correct answer.  You will not be penalized for an incorrect answer.  Thus, if you are not sure of the answer, you should make your best guess rather than leaving the answer blank.


Because this exam will be mechanically scored, it is essential that you mark your answer carefully.  If you erase an answer, be sure to erase it completely.


If you believe that a question is seriously ambiguous or that more than one answer is correct, you should feel free to write an explanation on the back side of the page containing that multiple choice question.  (Please do not write your explanation on the answer sheet).

