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Actus reus of attempt:

A hypothetical case


As a matter of policy, when do you believe that the actor’s conduct should be considered sufficient to constitute attempted bank robbery?

1.  D decides to rob a bank, disclosing this in his diary and confiding this to two friends.

2.  He walks past the bank to get the layout and see when it is open for business.


3.  He goes to a store and buys a realistic rubber mask.


4.  He goes home and draws a map of the interior of the bank.

5.  He takes out his old gun (possessed legally) and cleans and loads it for the first time in five years.

6.  He writes the following note: “I have a gun.  Give me all your money.”


7.  He leaves his house carrying the gun and note.


8.  He steals a car.

9.  He parks in front of the bank, and hides the gun inside his jacket.

10.  He puts on the rubber mask.


11.  He gets out of the car.


12.  He enters the bank.


13.  He walks up to the teller.


14.  He pushes the note across the counter to the teller.


15.  The teller slides the money towards him on the counter.


16.  He pockets the money and leaves the bank.

