Handout No. 9.1

Professor Simons, Fall 2007

Criminal Law, Section A1

Voluntary intoxication: two more charts!

A.  Some basic specific/ general intent examples

	Specific intent
	“With intent to kill, rob,” etc.

Break & enter “with intent to commit felony” inside building


	Knowledge of a circum. element

(e.g., K that you are taking property of another, or K that the person you married was still married to another)


	P or K causing death

	General intent
	R assault

(R causes injury)


	R or N as to a circ. element (e.g. R as to property being stolen)


	Depraved heart murder (to be discussed later)

	Unclear how to classify
	“Intent to injure” assault (Hood)


	
	


B.  One way to approach the mens rea policy question

This chart is a more general version of the questions posed in Handout 8.


E.g. reckless manslaughter


(Alice, HO 8)





B. Sober D with lower actual MR:


lower punishment





A. Sober D with higher actual MR:


higher punishment





E.g. negligent homicide


(Benna, HO 8)








E.g.  simple assault





E.g. assault with intent to kill





Is C more like A or more like B??








C. Intoxicated D with lower actual MR








