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Course Requirements, Reference Readings, Email, and Web

a.  
Course Requirements


Assigned Readings:  I will distribute the syllabus in several parts over the course of the semester.  The casebook is Kadish, Schulhofer, & Paulsen, Criminal Law and Its Processes (Aspen 2007 (8th ed.)).  Occasional handouts will also be distributed through the course web site (and possibly in class):

http://courseinfo.bu.edu/courses/07falllawjd946_a1/index.html
I might make some minor adjustments to the syllabus; if so, I will announce them in class.

Class preparation and participation:  I expect you to be prepared to participate in class discussion.  However, if you are not prepared on any given day, simply leave me a note at the podium before class.  (Just your name will suffice.)  Your regular attendance is expected.

Grading:  The final grade will be based on the final examination.  Some students will receive credit for high quality class participation.  An unexcused failure to be prepared can result in a downward grade adjustment.


b.  
Recommended Reference Readings

1.
Joshua Dressler, Understanding Criminal Law (4th ed. 2006).  (Earlier editions are also useful, though slightly less current.)

2.  
Laurie Levinson, The Glannon Guide to Criminal Law (Aspen Pub. 2005).

3.
Joshua Dressler, Criminal Law, Black Letter Outlines (Thomson West, 1st ed. 2005).

4.
Richard G. Singer & John Q. LaFond, Criminal Law: Examples and Explanations (3rd ed. Aspen 2004)

5.
Markus D. Dubber, Criminal Law: Model Penal Code, Turning Point Series (Foundation Press 2002)

6.
Wayne LaFave, Principles of Criminal Law, Concise Hornbook Series, (Thomson/West 2003)

7.
American Law Institute, Model Penal Code & Commentaries, Parts I (three volumes) and II (three volumes)


Most students find Dressler, Understanding Criminal Law (item no. 1) the most helpful.  Items 2, 3, and 4 also appear to be useful.  Dubber provides a detailed treatment of the Model Penal Code.  LaFave treats the common law in more detail, but pays little attention to the MPC.  The ALI commentaries (available on reserve in the library) give the background and drafters' intent for every provision of the MPC.


c.
Email


Please check your official BU email address regularly for notices about assignments and other course-related matters.


If you have substantive questions about the course, feel free to email me at ksimons@bu.edu, and I will get back to you as promptly as I can.  If your inquiry is of general import, I will send a reply to your question (with your name deleted) to the class as a whole.


d.
Web


Some helpful and interesting web sites related to criminal law are noted on the  course web site, in the “External Links” section.
Please see reverse


